Logos Speech Meet (7th-9th)
2010-11
Guidelines:
1. All selections must be approved by the teacher and be 3 to 5 minutes in length.
2. Students are required to participate in different categories for each year they participate.
3. Microphones, cameras, or video/other electronic equipment are not permitted in the meet. No costuming or props will be permitted, including paper, chairs, coins, etc., unless indicated in the rules of a specific category.  Note: Drama categories allow costume pieces and various props. See category instructions.

4. Students in categories requiring memorization are not permitted to use visual or audible memory aids.

5. All selections should include an introduction. The introduction may be as short as announcing the title and author of the piece. Other introductions may include background information to “set the stage” for the selection, or give a hint as to the meaning or purpose of the piece. If there is no introduction, points will be deducted from “Platform Presence.”

6. Where manuscripts are required, they must be used. Although the student may have memorized the material through continuous practice, an appearance of reading is necessary (60% eye contact with the audience, 40% manuscript).  Students required to use manuscripts must hold a book, notebook, etc.

7. Students going over or under the time allotment for the category (even only a few seconds) will be penalized one point for each 30 seconds over or under.
8. In the interpretation categories, the student should "mentally" become the character(s) in the selection ("theater of the mind").  Effective communication skills such as vocal patterns, facial expression, and posture should distinguish one character from another.  Body movement and gestures should be extremely limited and natural. The student may move about at his/her discretion as long as he/she remains within an imaginary two-foot square boundary (duet acting excepted). Keep in mind that movement of the character is "hinted" by the voice and/or the limited "body language" of the student.

CATEGORIES:
In all categories, pieces chosen must be of high literary quality. The teacher will be the final judge of that which meets this requirement. Generally, silly or post-modern comedy pieces are not appropriate for the Speech Meet assignment. All selections are to be approved by the teacher.

1. Literary Interpretation - the interpretation of a selection so as to communicate the literary significance of the piece. The introduction would explain the significance of the work. Students must use a manuscript; however, the piece should be memorized (or nearly so).
2. Expository Speaking - a speech, written by the student, to inform. Its purpose is to describe, clarify, explain, or define an object, idea, concept, or process. Students may use a manuscript, however, the piece should be memorized (or nearly so if using a manuscript).
3. Poetry - the recitation of a poem so as to communicate its literary significance. The piece must be memorized.
4. Historic or Literary Speech - the interpretation of a selection so as to communicate the historical or literary significance of the speech. The introduction would explain the significance of the speech. This speech must be memorized.
5. Original Oratory - a persuasive speech written by the student during the current school year. Students may use a manuscript, however, the piece should be memorized (or nearly so).
6. Duet Acting - Two students who will present one scene from a play or sketch of high literary quality (published works). The piece must be memorized. Note to Logos teachers: Please ask Tom G. to work with the students in Duet Acting. They will go over some basic principles with them that will help them during the Speech Meet.

DEADLINES (see the Logos Principal’s Page for specific dates):

1. Information about Speech Meet is sent home.


(2 months before meet) End of August

2. A copy of each student’s piece is turned in to the teacher*
(5 weeks before meet) September 17th 
3. Pieces must be memorized and presented for a grade.

(2 weeks before meet) October 8th 
4. Students will be judged on delivery for a grade

(1 week before meet) October 14th
5. Speech Meet Competition




October 29th 
*Students will be assigned a piece if they have not selected one by the deadline.
LITERARY INTERPRETATION - the interpretation of a selection so as to communicate the literary significance of the piece. The introduction would explain the significance of the work. Students must use a manuscript; however, the piece should be memorized (or nearly so).

1. 
Rules


a.
Selections must be chosen from published stories or plays of high literary merit. (i.e. no Shel Silverstein, Monty    Python, or Roald Dahl.) They cannot be the written work of students (or family, friends, etc.). 



b.
Gestures or pantomime must be used with extreme restraint.



c.
The student may use only one selection. Manuscripts must be used.



d.
In an extemporaneous fashion, the student will introduce the title and author of the selection, then give a few words to "set the stage," if necessary. The introduction is included in the time.



e.
The student may portray as many characters as he desires.



f.
Students may edit selections (with the teacher’s approval) but not add words to the piece.

2.
Evaluative Criteria


a.
Through re-creating the character(s), the student should communicate the drama of the selection.  This is to be done through the use of voice, facial expressions, and body stance. Although students are not required to remain "glued to the floor" during their presentation, wide movement from the beginning location is not appropriate. Limited natural gestures and foot movement are allowed, but the student must remain within an imaginary 2' x 2' area. 



b.
Characters in the story should be consistently portrayed. They should be distinct in voice, facial expressions and stance.



c.
The student should display an understanding of the mood and emotion of the character(s) in the selection.



d.
Transitions in time, character, mood, and emotion should be clearly evident.



e.
Clear diction and good vocal communications skills should be utilized; a student may, however, use an accent or diction to duplicate the character's speech, which may or may not be "good communicative skills."



f.
There should be 60% eye contact with the audience and 40% eye contact with the manuscript.

EXPOSITORY SPEAKING - a speech, written by the student, to inform. Its purpose is to describe, clarify, explain, or define an object, idea, concept, or process. Students may use a manuscript, however, the piece should be memorized (or nearly so if using a manuscript).
1. 
Rules

a.
This informative speech should describe, clarify, explain, or define an object, idea, concept, or process.


b.
Visual aids, such as a poster or picture, are allowed but not required. No microphones or electronic equipment may be used. Animals and/or other persons may not be used.  Items of dress necessary to the presentation may be put on and removed during the course of the presentation. These items must be considered as props and must not be part of the student's beginning or ending attire.

c.
The speech may be delivered from memory or from limited use of notes. There is no penalty for limited use of notes.


d.
The expository speech must be written by the student who presents it.

 2.
Evaluative Criteria
a.
Delivery will be judged for mastery of the usual mechanics of speech - poise, quality and use of voice, gestures, audience contact, sincerity, and directness.


b.
The audio or visual aids, if used, should contribute to the total effectiveness of the presentation. Please note, props are no substitute for effective writing and oral communication.


c. 
The text of the speech should be well-developed, explain concepts clearly, and be well​ organized.


d. 
The language of the speech should exemplify the highest standards of usage, style, and vocabulary.

e.
There should be no less than 60% eye contact with the audience and no more than 40% eye contact with the notes.

POETRY - the recitation of a poem so as to communicate its literary significance. The piece must be memorized.

1. 
Rules

a.
Selections must be chosen from published speeches of high literary merit. (No Shel Silverstein, etc.) They cannot be the written work of students (or family, friends, etc.).


b.
Gestures or pantomime must be used with restraint. 


c.
The student may use only one selection.




d.
In an extemporaneous fashion, the student will introduce the title and explain the significance of the selection. The introduction is included in the time.


e. 
Students may edit selections (with teacher’s approval) but may not add words to the piece.

 
2.
Evaluative Criteria

a.
Delivery will be judged for mastery of the usual mechanics of speech - poise, quality and use of voice, bodily expression, and qualities of directness and sincerity which impress the oration on the minds of the audience. There is no particular “style” of delivery for this category.




b.
Judges are not judging the position or content of the poem. They should focus on the delivery of the speech itself.

HISTORICAL or LITERARY SPEECHES - the interpretation of a selection so as to communicate the historical or literary significance of the speech. The introduction would explain the significance of the speech. This speech must be memorized. 

1. 
Rules

a.
Selections must be chosen from published speeches of high literary merit or historical significance (a famous speech by a political figure or a famous speech by a character in a play, story, or novel.) They cannot be the written work of students (or family, friends, etc.).



b.
Gestures or pantomime must be used with extreme restraint.


c.
The student may use only one selection. The speech must be memorized. 

d.
In an extemporaneous fashion, the student will introduce the piece and explain the significance of the selection. The introduction is included in the time.

e.   Students may edit selections (with teacher’s approval) but not add words to the piece.

2.
Evaluative Criteria

a. 
Delivery will be judged for mastery of the usual mechanics of speech - poise, quality and use of voice, bodily expression, and qualities of directness and sincerity which impress the oration on the minds of audience. There is no particular “style” of delivery for this category.

b. 
Judges are not judging the position or content of the speech. They should focus on the delivery 



of the speech itself.

ORIGINAL ORATORY - a persuasive speech written by the student during the current school year. Students may use a manuscript; however, the piece should be memorized (or nearly so). 

1.   
Rules 


a.
This presentation is to be written by the student.  The language should be simple, understandable, and sincere, without a display of high sounding, meaningless abstractions.

b.
The purpose of the persuasive speech may be to stimulate, actuate, convince, or persuade. A plan or solution to the problem presented is optional.


c.
The student is not to act out or create a role for himself. Visual aids/props are not permitted.


d.
The speech may be delivered from memory or from limited use of notes. There is no penalty for limited use of notes.


e.
The use of quoted material is limited to 90 words.

2.
Evaluative Criteria
a.
Delivery will be judged for mastery of the usual mechanics of speech - poise, quality and use of voice, bodily expression, and qualities of directness and sincerity which impress the oration on the minds of the audience. There is no particular "style" of delivery for oratory.

b.
The oratory speech should not be expected to solve any of the great problems of the day.  Rather, it should be expected to discuss the topic intelligently with a degree of originality, in an interesting manner, and with some profit to the audience. 

c.
Some orators may choose to offer solutions to a problem. However, the oration may also serve to alert the audience to a threatening situation, strengthen devotion to a cause, or eulogize a person. Humor and satire are allowed.




d. 
The language of the oration should exemplify the highest standards of usage, style, and vocabulary.


e.
Orators often side on issues that are contrary to the personal opinions of the listener. However, judges are expected to remain objective. The oration will be rated only on the basis of effectiveness of the writing and the presentation, not on personal opinion concerning the topic.

DUET ACTING - Two students who will present one scene from a play or sketch of high literary quality (published works). The piece must be memorized. 

1. 
Rules
a.
Two students will present one scene from a play or sketch of high literary quality from a published work.


b.
The scene is to be a self-contained piece, which includes a beginning, middle, and an end.


c.
An introduction will be given, consisting of the characters' names, title, author, and setting.  No other information may be given. Timing begins when the introduction begins.

d.
All scenes must be memorized.

e.
No musical scenes are allowed, although unaccompanied singing is permissible as part of the scene. The scene may be from the book of a musical theater.



f.
Allowable props include a small table, four chairs, and small hand props. No other props are permitted. The student is responsible for providing all their own props.


g.
Costume pieces are permissible (hat, scarf, glasses, etc.). Full costuming is not allowed.

2.
Evaluative Criteria  

 a.
The students should portray the characters in the selection through the use of voice, facial expressions,               movements, gestures, small hand props, pantomime, and use of stage.
b. 
Understanding the scene must be demonstrated by the actors. It must build logically and clearly.
c. 
Emotions of the characters must be understood and projected to the audience.
d. 
The actors must stay within their respective characters throughout the scene.

e. Characterization should be clear, the actors heard and understood, and voices and body movements appropriate for the character.

f. 
The actors should maintain the relationship between the characters, listen and respond appropriately to

each other, and demonstrate a well-balanced scene.

Teacher’s Packet

SCHEDULE: Recommended In-Class Preparation For English (7th-8th Grade) and Literature (9th Grade) Teachers:
Week 2

-Pass out Packets & Introduce Guidelines (categories, rules, expectations, etc.) 

Week 5

-Give students 15-20 min. to memorize selections.

Week 6

-Give students 15-20 min. to memorize selections.

Week 7

-Give students 15-20 min. to memorize selections.

Week 8

-Test for memorization (enter a grade for how well the piece was memorized).

Week 10
-Test for delivery (enter a grade for how well the piece was presented).

GUIDELINES FOR JUDGES


1. 
The judges should have an appropriate (correct category) evaluation form for each student (or per team of students). The host judge will check on this. There should also be a timer (someone with a stop watch), and a stapler to put all three judges’ forms together after completion.


2. 
Time should be allowed between each presentation for the judges to fill out the evaluation forms and briefly compare them. 


3. 
The judges should briefly compare scores they assign, especially after the first few presentations.


4. 
The judges should wait to send away the first set of forms until after several (3) presentations have been completed, in order to get a sense of the pace and quality of the performers. After that, the judges should send forms with the runner after every three-four presentations (i.e. not after each one), to limit the disruption of having runners coming and going.


5. 
A student runner will take the forms to the talliers. The talliers will double check the judges’ numbers, then assign the appropriate award to the student (Superior, Excellent, or Good). 

6. 
The host judge is responsible to make sure that all three judges are within 10 points of each other on any given student/team total. If there is a wider spread than 10 points, the host will lead a brief discussion with the other judges to arrive at closer like-mindedness. The host has the authority to settle the discrepancy promptly and finally.


7. 
The host judge will also serve as the host to welcome the students and audience and announce each presentation. He should ensure runners and door watchers are in place.

SUGGESTIONS FOR HELPING STUDENTS WITH SPEECH MEET
INFLECTION
1.
Do I speak in a monotone or do I have the proper variation in vocal pitch, which adds interest?

2.Do I change the pitch of my voice for different characters?

3.
Do I have the proper intensity to show emotion or light humor?

4.
Am I careful not to speak in a sing-song manner?

MEANING
1.
Do I really feel what the author is trying to get across?

2.
Do I understand the meaning of every word, sentence, and paragraph of the selection?

3.
Do I try my very best to share the meaning of my selection with my audience?

4.
Do I really act involved in the message of my selection?

RATE
1.
Am I too involved in the rhythm so that the meaning doesn't come through?

2.
Do I pause when I should?  Do I speed up where I should?

3.
Do I change my rate of talking to emphasize the meaning of certain passages?

VOLUME
1.
Can I be heard in all parts of the room?

2.
Am I louder or softer in certain places to show the humor or the emotion of my selection?

3.
Am I supporting my breath from the diaphragm?

ENTHUSIASM
1.
Am I enthusiastic about my selection?

2.
Do I really believe it?  Do I try to get this enthusiasm across to my audience?

3.
Do I look involved in my selection from the time I leave my seat until I return to it?

4.
Am I using my voice and facial expressions to show my enthusiasm?

MEMORY
1.
Do I know my selection backwards, forwards, and sideways, if necessary?

2.
Do I have key words to remember so I won't forget or leave out any paragraphs or stanzas?

3.
Do I occasionally look over the written copy to make sure that I am saying it 100% correctly?

JUDGING SHEET - Expository Speaking, Original Oratory
Student’s Name
Category
 Judge’s Initials

JUDGE:
First, decide and score each category on your own; then, you may check periodically with the other judges to see that you are marking the sheets similarly.
Rate each of the following categories from 1 to 10 points - for a possible total of 40 points. Please write comments under each area.

        
A. 
Verbal Expression
‘Life” in voice; timing, pitch; use of pause; expression of mood; enunciation. Presentation reflects the speaker’s understanding of the mood of the speech.


Comments:    __________________________________________________________                                                                                                                               

        
B. 
Platform Presence (Nonverbal Communication)

Poise before audience, ease in stance, audible, no loss of memory, eye contact with audience.


Comments: ____________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                   

         
C. 
Content
Speaker demonstrates good grammar, formal English, correct pronunciation, and sound logic. 


Comments:  ____________________________________________________________

        
D.
Logos and Pathos
Speaker makes logical and emotional appeals. 


Comments:  __________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                 

        

SUB-TOTAL POINTS
TIME USED:  ______________                              

         
E. 
Deductions
Deduct one point for each full 30-second time frame above or below time requirement. Deduct five points if selection fails to meet category requirements.


Comments:  _____________________________________                                                                                                                                  

        
TOTAL POINTS
Superior
36-40





Excellent
30-35




Good
20-29


FINAL RATING (Office Use Only)   ______Superior     _______Excellent     _______Good

JUDGING SHEET - Literary Interpretation

                                               



_____________                      
Student’s Name




Judge’s Initials


JUDGE: 
First, decide and score each category on your own; then, you may check periodically with the other judges to see that you are marking the sheets similarly.
Rate each of the following categories from 1 to 10 points -for a possible total of 40 points. Please write comments under each area.

       
A.
Verbal Expression


“Life” in voice; dramatic expression; projection; volume varied; enunciation; timing; use of 

pause. Presentation reflects a proper understanding of the mood of the piece.


Comments: ___________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                  

       
B. 
Portrayal of Character(s)



Effective and believable portrayal of the mood and emotions of the characters(s); consistency 
 
of character; distinction between different characters (if more than one) in voice, facial 


expression, and stance; clear transitions. 


Comments: ___________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                  

       
C. 
Bodily Movement


Effective and natural use of gestures, proper eye contact, and facial expression; and proper 

movement within limited area. 

Comments: __________________________________________________________________

        
D. 
Platform Presence (Nonverbal Communication)



Good use of introduction; poise before audience; ease in stance; steady voice; proper use of 

manuscript; no loss of place; no inappropriate pauses.


Comments: ___________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                   

______
SUB-TOTAL POINTS


TIME USED:   ___________                             

      
E. 
Deductions



Deduct one point for each full 30-second time frame above or below time requirement. Deduct five 

points if selection fails to meet category requirements.


Comments: ___________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                  

               
TOTAL POINTS
Superior
36-40








Excellent
30-35







Good

20-29


FINAL RATING (Office Use Only)        Superior             Excellent            Good 

JUDGING SHEET - Duet Acting
Students’ Names



Judge’s Initials

JUDGE: 
First, decide and score each category on your own; then, you may check periodically with the other judges to see that you are marking the sheets similarly.
Rate each of the following categories from 1 to 10 - for a total of 50 points. Please write comments under each area.
       
 A.
Comprehension and Purpose of the Scene
The actors clearly understand the meaning and context of the scene; it builds appropriately, in keeping with the author’s intent.




Comments:  ___________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                          

       
B. 
Technical Ability
The actors can be heard (projection) and clearly understood (enunciation).  The speed of the line delivery is well-paced for the mood of the scene.  Movements, gestures, and facial expressions are natural, i.e. in keeping with the character.

Comments: ____________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                          

        
C.
Characterization
The actors fully take on the character (s) they are to portray and stay in character for the entire scene, including between spoken lines.  They use their entire bodies to communicate the nature and purpose of the character, even when not speaking.



Comments:  ___________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                          

       
 D. 
Staging/Blocking
The stage has been set simply, but adequately for the scene.  The actors have clearly planned a good use of the area, set items, and hand props.  They use basic blocking (movement) techniques, e.g. keeping out to the audience, to good effect.




Comments: ____________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                           

       
 E. 
Works With Other Actor(s) on Stage
The actors understand and maintain the appropriate relationship between the characters; there are no obvious, unnecessary gaps in lines given and returned, responses are well-paced and each actor contributes appropriately to the scene (no too much or too little).




Comments: ____________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                         

       
SUB-TOTAL POINTS
     

TIME USED:  _______________              

       
F.
Deductions
Deduct one point for each full 30-second time frame above or below time requirement. Deduct five points if selection fails to meet category requirements.



Comments: ____________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                          

       
TOTAL POINTS  
Superior

45-50
   





Excellent

37-44





Good


24-36
  

FINAL RATING (Office Use Only)           Superior               Excellent                Good 
JUDGING SHEET - Readers’ Theater
________________________________________  
_____________

Students’ Names 
Judge’s Initials









JUDGE: 
First, decide and score each category on your own; then, you may check periodically with the other judges to see that you are marking the sheets similarly.
Rate each of the following categories from 1 to 10 - for a total of 50 points. Please write comments under each area.

______ A. 
Verbal Expression

“Life” in voice, timing; pitch; use of pause; expression of mood, enunciation. 

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                       

______ B. 
Portrayal of Character(s)


Consistency of character; distinction between characters if portraying more than one.

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                       

______ C. 
Bodily Movement


Effective use of gestures, eye contact, facial expression.

Comments:  ____________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                      

______ D. 
Platform Presence (Nonverbal Communication)



Poise before audience; ease in stance; audible; no loss of place in script.

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________                                                                                         

______ E. 
Performance of Group


Were there wide fluctuations of ability? Did the group work well together as a team? Did they catch their cues? Were the speaking roles evenly divided between the participants?

Comments:  ____________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                      

______ SUB-TOTAL POINTS    

TIME USED:  ___________                   

______
F. 
Deductions


Deduct one point for each full 30-second time frame above or below time requirement. Deduct five points if selection fails to meet category requirements. 

Comments:  __________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                      

______ TOTAL POINTS
Superior
  
45-50





Excellent

37-44


Good
   
24-36



 FINAL RATING (Office Use Only)  _____ Superior    _____ Excellent    ______Good  

JUDGING SHEET - Poetry
_____________________________          
___________
Student’s Name




Judge’s Initials

JUDGE: 
First, decide and score each category on your own; then, you may check periodically with the other judges to see that you are marking the sheets similarly.
Rate each of the following categories from 1 to 10 points - for a possible total of 40 points. Please write comments under each area

      
A. 
Verbal Expression
“Life” in voice; projection; volume varied; enunciation; timing; natural rhythm; use of pause. 


Comments:  _____________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                  

      
B. 
Meaning
Directness and sincerity; a proper understanding of the meaning and mood of the poem is reflected.


Comments: __________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                   
      
C. 
Gesture and Countenance
Effective and natural use of gestures; proper eye contact; proper and effective facial expressions.

Comments: ___________________________________________________________________

      
D. 
Platform Presence (Nonverbal Communication)

Good use of introduction; poise before audience; ease in stance; steady voice; no loss of memory, no inappropriate pauses.


Comments: ___________________________________________________________________

      
SUB-TOTAL POINTS
TIME USED: ____________           

      
E. 
Deductions
Deduct one point for full 30-second time frame above or below time requirement. Deduct five points if selection fails to meet category requirements.


Comments: __________________________________________________________________                                                                                                   


       
TOTAL POINTS

Superior
36-40






Excellent
30-35








Good
20-29


FINAL RATING (Office Use Only)        Superior           Excellent            Good
JUDGING SHEET - Historical or Literary Speeches

________________________________________ 
___________
Student’s Name
Judge’s Initials

JUDGE: 
First, decide and score each category on your own; then, you may check periodically with the other judges to see that you are marking the sheets similarly.
Rate each of the following categories from 1 to 10 -for a total of 40 points. Please write comments under each area.

      
A.

Verbal Expression

“Life” in voice; dramatic expression; projection; volume varied; enunciation; timing; use of pause. Presentation reflects a proper understanding of the mood of the piece.


Comments:  ____________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                 

         B. 
Portrayal of Character(s)


Effective and believable portrayal of the mood and emotions of the characters(s); consistency of 

character; distinction between different characters (if more than one) in voice, facial expression, 

and stance; clear transitions. 


Comments: _____________________________________________________________________                                                       

       
C. 
Bodily Movement

Effective and natural use of gestures, proper eye contact, and facial expression; proper movement within limited area.   


Comments: ______________________________________________________________________

       
D. 
Platform Presence (Nonverbal Communication)


Good use of introduction; poise before audience; ease in stance; steady voice; proper use of manuscript; no loss of place; no inappropriate pauses.


Comments: ______________________________________________________________________

       
SUB-TOTAL POINTS
TIME USED: _______________              

       
E. 
Deductions
Deduct one point for each full 30-second time frame above or below time requirement. Deduct five points if selection fails to meet category requirements.


Comments: _____________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                  

        
TOTAL POINTS
Superior
36-40





Excellent
30-35




Good
20-29


FINAL RATING (Office Use Only)        ________Superior    ________Excellent     _______Good          
